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Programme guidelines 
About the Programme
The Ellerdale Trust exists for the relief of poverty, distress and suffering, by provision of grants to organisations working with children experiencing disadvantage. The Ellerdale Trust has partnered with London Community Foundation to deliver their grant-making.

The Ellerdale Trust Grant Programme prioritises work with children up to age 10 but will fund some activity working with children and young people aged up to 18. Funded activity must take place in London and for this grant round must support children living in one of the London boroughs stated below. The children supported must be from families experiencing financial disadvantage.

Programme aims
The aim of the programme is the relief of poverty, distress and suffering amongst children up to age 10 living in areas of London affected by disadvantage and high levels of deprivation.

Geographic area
Applications to the Ellerdale Trust Grant Programme Round 1 are welcome from organisations based in any London borough delivering projects and services to children in one of the following boroughs:

Barking and Dagenham
Brent
Camden
Hounslow
Newham
Redbridge
Tower Hamlets
Westminster

Priority will be given to projects that demonstrate that their activity will improve the lives of children living within areas where there are high levels of deprivation and disadvantage.


Grant size and duration
· Organisations can apply for grants of between £5,000 and £20,000.
· Funding is for one year.
· Funded activity can begin from 1st June2026.

When deciding on the amount you are applying for, please reflect on your organisation’s income in the previous financial year or your forecast if a new group.
 
Programme priorities
The programme will prioritise applications from organisations looking to:
· Assist children to develop in their early years, mainly up to age 10 with a limit of age 18.
· Deliver in one or more of these eight London boroughs: 
Barking and Dagenham
Brent
Camden
Hounslow
Newham
Redbridge
Tower Hamlets
Westminster
· Work with children that falls within one or more of these primary groupings:
1. Children who have been abused, either sexually, physically or by bullying.
2. Brain damaged children.  
3. Terminally ill children.  
4. Children requiring mobility equipment because of illness.  
5. Holidays or breaks for carers and children living in one of the 8 listed boroughs.  
6. The causes and relief of mental illness.  
7. Children and their families suffering from life threatening illness or bereavement.  
8. Children experiencing disadvantage because they live in areas with high levels of deprivation.

Programme criteria – Who can apply?
Programme specific criteria: 
We will fund organisations with a total annual income of up to £500,000 in their previous financial year. Organisations who had an annual income over £500,000 in the previous financial year will not be eligible for funding.

Organisations must be delivering in London to children and young people living in one of the eight priority London boroughs. 

These are LCF’s core eligibility criteria:

· Eligible Legal Structures
· Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).
· Company Limited by Guarantee (CLG) - may also be registered as a Charity or a Community Interest Company Limited by Guarantee (CICLG).
· Trust.
· Unincorporated Association.
· Community Benefit Societies (CBS). Ideally, the CBS will also be registered as charitable with HMRC, however this is not essential.

There must be a governing document in place appropriate to the legal structure which includes an asset lock (or equivalent clause), and the purpose of all funded activities must be charitable (not for profit):

· Governance: You must have at least three unrelated members legally responsible for the governance of the organisation; Trustees/Directors/Management Committee as appropriate to your structure. Please note that this refers to the highest level of governance, a Management Committee that sits below a board of Trustees (e.g. charities, CIOs) or Directors (CLG or CICLG) does not count towards this.

· Finances: You must have a bank account in the same name as the organisation you are applying for, with a minimum of two unrelated signatories.

If you are invited to make a full application to The London Community Foundation, you will be required to submit accounts from the last completed financial year. If these accounts were submitted to Charity Commission/Companies House more than 18 months ago, then we require management or draft accounts for the most current year. 

New organisations that do not have accounts for the last completed financial year are required to provide an income and expenditure forecast for the current year and include a note as to why accounts are not available for previous years. 

· Safeguarding: You must have a safeguarding policy in place that has been reviewed in the last 12 months and meets the requirements listed in our Safeguarding checklist.

· Previous LCF funding: All conditions from any previous London Community Foundation grants must be met and there must be no outstanding monitoring at the time of application. 

· Registration: If the organisation's income is over £5,000 at the time of application, the organisation must be registered with The Charity Commission or the relevant regulator (e.g. Companies House, CIC regulator or Financial Conduct Authority) or be in the process of registration. Evidence of this must be submitted with your application. If it is not, your application will not be considered for funding. Please visit this website for guidance on setting up a charity, including information on legal structures.

Please note that organisations that do not meet the above programme and core eligibility criteria will not be considered for this fund. 

Who and what isn’t eligible:
· The following types of organisation are not eligible:
· Companies limited by Shares (including CIC limited by shares).
· Statutory organisations, such as schools.
· NHS bodies.
· Co-operative Societies.

· The grant funds cannot be used for:
· Activities that promote religious or political views.
· Purely commercial ventures (for profit). 
· Spending that has already taken place (i.e. retrospective funding).
· Individual sponsorship or redistribution of a grant to individuals or other organisations. 
· Activities where people are excluded based on religion, sexual orientation, gender or ethnicity (unless the issue is group-specific). 

· There must be no personal benefit attached to the grant.  
· The organisation must not have two years of late submissions to the Charity Commission/Companies House within the last two completed financial years.
· The organisation must not have two years of net current liabilities within the two most recent completed financial years. 
· Organisations where Trustees are paid are not eligible unless evidence of approval is provided from the Charity Commission and/or this arrangement is referenced in the governing document. 

How to apply

The Expressions of Interest form can be accessed via this link: INSERT EOI LINK

You are required to provide an outline of your idea in no more than 300 words. The link will be active until Thursday 18th November at midday. After this time, you will not be able to make an expression of interest or be considered for a grant in this grant round.

What happens next? 
We will let you know in early February 2026 if we are inviting your organisation to make a full grant application. If you have not heard from us by this date your expression of interest has not been successful. Due to the high volume of expressions of interest we expect to receive, we will not be contacting unsuccessful organisations.[image: ]
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